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For several years the World Zooe 1 (WZ1) telecommunications sector (camiers, service providers,
vendors, regulators, and users) has discussed the need, and the method by which, to provide
carrier identificarion, within the dialed digits of an E.164 number, on certain international calls
destined for WZ1. The intended purpose of such carrier identification is to epable the routing of
inbound international calls for carrier-specific services to the appropriate carrier. Several
assumpdons were evident from the begi ; for example, that the carrier identification must be
accomplished within the dialed digits of the onhAmmcanNumbmngPlan(NANF)numba’and
that the routing 1o the appropriate carrier will be accomplished at the originating end of the call,
i.e., within the network of the foreign administration.

This Information Letter is issued to inform the WZ1 telecommumications sector that NANPA has
assigned NPA code “456” for the purpose of international carrier identification. The NXX codes
within the shared NPA code will be assigned to international carriers for the purposes of carrier
identification and the routing of service-specific inbound international calls to specific intemational

carriers,

The Industry Carriers Compatibility Forum (ICCF) has established a workshop to develop the
assignment guidelines for the NXX codes within the “456" NPA. Their work is not yet
completed, and many issues remain unresolved as of this date. Some of the international carriers
requesting assignments, however, have qualified their need as urgent. NANPA agrees that the
need is urgent and therefore is prepared to respond to vrgent need situations absent industry
consensus or guidelines, pamcular;%J in the case of an issue such as this where debate has
continped for an extended time with no reason to anticipate near-term resolution.
NANPAhassomformedtthCC which has expressed approval.

NANPA will initially only assign NXX codes within the "456" NPA to those entities having
regulatory authority to function as WZ1 international carriers. The ICCF workshop agrees that at
least these entities qualify for the assigament of NXX codes and is debating the potential for other
entities to qualify as well. However, ﬂmnsnooonsmsusmthmxhewmtshopregardmgwhal
catities other than authorized international carriers may qualify for NXX codes within the “456”
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NPA. If there is consensus or regulatory direction 1o expand the qualifying criteria, NANPA will
then make appropriate changes to its assignment procedures.

It is understood both by NANPA and the entire telecommunications sector that the “456™ NPA
code and the NXX codes within jt will not be used domestically; Le¢., within the boundaries of any
WZ1 country. There is, however, contituing debate within the ICCF workshop regarding the
definition of “inbound interational.” The pasticipants are attempting to determiine whether these
Tesources are to be used on calls between countries within WZ1; i.e., does “inbound international”
include calls within the same “national” numbering plan - the North American Numbering Plan?
Since the NANP serves eighteen naﬁmsthmAmedm.ﬂusisasigniﬁmtqum}}ﬂhmga
fair, reasonable, and timely resolution. Pending resolution, NANPA will not assign codes
for use between countries within WZ1, and will request of each entity assigned NXX codes that it
refrain from osing these resources between countries within WZ1 untl chis issue is resolved.

When each of these initial NXX code assignments is made, NANPA will temporarily “protect™ the
remaining nine codes within the decade from which the assignmeant is made from being assigned 1o
any other carmier. This intention addresses another issue debawdwiminmcIOéFwo:kshop
- the need for code assignments in decades in order to allow foreign administrations to determine
the identty of the camrier to which the calls are w be routed by analyzing only six digits (the
maximumallowablcafw:TumTon:edioﬁablcbybﬂamalagrmem). On calls 1o WZI1, six-digit
analysis includes only the country code “1”, the three digits of the NPA code and the first two
diglts of the NXX code, e.g., 1-456-78X-XXXX, thereby neccssitating the assignment of
decades of codes untl/fif another alterative is identified. This temporary assignment procedure
will be adbered to until the issue is resolved. Additdonally, during this temporary period, a carrier
receiving more than one code, will have all additional codes (up to nine) assigned from the same

In the assignment of the NXX codes within the “456" NPA, NANPA will use the Draft
International Inbound INPA Assignment Guidelines currently under dev by the ICCF

muﬁgﬂngmdadnﬂmsmgmmmsmﬁlmcymﬁngluﬁdhum
have achizved industry consensus. Assignments to satisfy urgent will be expressly subject
to such industry assignment guidelines and/or regulatory rules as may be :

Any entity qualifying for the assignioent of NXX codes within the "456" NPA code as detailed
above and within the draft assipnment guidelines should request an assignment by writing to
NANPA ar:

North American Numbering Plan Administration
¢/o Bellcore

290 West Mount Pleasant Avenpe, Room 1B233
Livingston, New Jersey (7039
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ncnpphcmmshonmndamﬁmmmmeapplmmhumeappmmmgnhm
authority 10 function as an intemnational carrier.

Any questions regarding this letter and its content should be referred to Fréd Gaechter, NANP
Administration, on 201 740 4596 or by facsimile on 201 740 6860.
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R. R. Conners
Director
North American Numbering Plan Adainistration



